. the  cireninstance 
‘less likely ta mect resistance from Chi- 


ARMED BURGLARS IN HONGKONG, 
‘ ces 

The armedatiack onthepremises of Megara. 
Buacrneap & Co, nt Tsim Ten-toui Point, 
Kowloon, on Sunday “morning Inat would at: 
any time be a aturtling occurrence, The 
Fact that raid cnn be deliberately planned 
and successfully carried out, a8 this was, is 
of itsoli sufficiont to open the eyes of the 
community to the dangers which exist, if 
hardly suspected or uppreciated before. It 
ig only vow and ugain we get such rudy re- 
minders cf the possibilities of predatorial 
violence as {his Kswioon burglary, and it is 


seldom that such attacks are made on Buro- | ™ ne r Rot, wi 
ports ——Phe—enlebretted Veit —BelS treet} are—unablo-to—eary-but_theirorganisition is. 


viid in September, 13873, as made on a Chi. 
nese hong, and wos! of these delienie atten- 
‘tions, wat be enfeased, are paid by Chi- 
vero maranlers to their own countrymen. 
This baa been due hitherto, probubly, to 
that tho robbers were 


nese, and knew that, as -w | rule, -fo- 
Yetgaers possessed revolvers, . Formerly, 
too, the Celestial robber when he “ went a 
burgling,” wae content to arm himself with 
Rpear or knife, which he only used when the 
opportunily to silence @ victim was safe and 
tempting. But this is the-age of enlighten- 
ment, aud among other marke of pragresa 
muat now be reckoned the adoption of the 
revolver aa wenpon cf offence by the Chir 
hese burglur, This is certainly not # cheer. 
ful or renssuring syaptom, bat it ia one of 
which account must be taken, and precautions 
used accordingly, Ibe burglary at Tsim 
Tea-tsui on the 28th ull, showed that Ohi- 
nese criminals have sufficient capital to 
equip themselves for a raid, that they know 
how to use revolvers, und that they havo no 
hesitation in using them, Tho cowardly and 
brutal qavoer in which Mr. Lassan ' was 
fired at after be had been disabled by cuts 
from » knife is proof that these robbera would 
‘have no scraplesin Inking lite, more expecial. 
ly W they aoret with resistance. The danger 
to which residents in the outskirts are really 


exposed ig brought unpleasantly’ bome to 


tham by. this daring burglary. ’ 
It may be urged that. the Tsim Taa-teui 


-premisca of Mosera, Buacknzap & Co, are 


situated -in an exceptionally romoto and 
keeldded spot, out of the beat of the Kaw- 
loon constables, and that the «robbers 
were emboldened to make this raid 
upon the place by the, knowledge that: 
they would .not be likely ta be disturbed 
by the Police, and thit they would have 
to diffculty in| overpowering any re- 
sivtunee that might be -mada.. * More. 
(ver there ig reason to believe that they 
were awata that. a large “booty” would 
reward their euterprise, But do not some- 
what simi ciroumstances obtain more or 
lvsa over “he vest.of the peninsula, and 
alsovat Pokfouluin abd atthe Peak ? There 
would,, ifr nll these eases, be ao risk of 
bringing down the Pulice constable. on | 
duty apon them, but what could one or 
even three eoostubles do in presence of 8 
band of ruffians armed with-tevolvers ? The 


revolver isa great Jevetlet, and half a-dozon 


Chinese thickes thus armed would not.ag & 


_ tly be’ scared: by n couple of our stout guar. 


* tainere, 
‘fact is mot far to. seek. We hase but. to 


dians of the peace. It may heasked, in pres 
sence of this new dancer, if resintatice. ia nol 
likely 10 he suecersful, what is.to he done to 
providoaguinstauchan alarming contingency? 
How is the old feeling uf security from robs 
hery and violence Lo be restored P Aa to the 
lattur question it may be doubted : whether 
such e feeling ehould. te unduly fostered : 
it ia always well 10 be prepared for the worst, 
and never wise to relax precautions ogninst 
danger. Tho former. quéstion ia uot’ téo 
readily solvable, bat we would urge’ upon 
the Police Authorities increased, vigilance, 
and if—as ia-not improbible—ihe . extent of 
the beats ig too greal, a reinforcement of the, 
number of constables.on duty in the. out- 
lying suburbs of the city. Robbers found 
in porseesion of arms should be visited with 
the most stringent application of the law, 
and if that law ia not sufficiently rigorous to 
meet the case, then it would be the duty 
of the Legislutura to anpply. the remedy, 
Residents in outlying districts may also 
do something on their part, Why should 
they not organise somo aystem of signals 
io cnse of -nbtack ? «Another point of 
ja portince, and oné to which the Eorvign ree 
sidents cannot pay too great attention, is to 
take care to employ no peraon as a domestic 
whose antecedents will not bear investiga. 
tion, and that investigation should be 
thorough and not ‘perfunctory, as it too 
frequently is. .A very large proportion, of 
the burglaries committed on foreign bousea- 
hava been diatinctly proved to have been 
perpetrated either with the connivance ar at 
the instigation of dishonest servants or re. 
The renson for this regrettable 


remember the cluss From wiih the servants 
are drawn, and, 'their associations, The 
domestic may bo raised, bia ideas expanded, 
bia clothes and bearing vastly improved, but 
his frionda and connections remain the same, 


. perhaps take the down ward road from smug- 


gling to crime, and become the tempters of 
their kindred in respectable aad responsible 


Queen's Road Weat, and wit eff with: about 
$96 in money, and no conviction has ‘bean | 
secured. Thora would seem to be. a large 
nnd wall organised gang of accomplished 
and daring thieves in the Culony, who plin 
their raide so carefully and secretly hat 
they are ofton able ‘to baffle all ‘inquiry 
and suaéeselully dispose of their plunder, 
Thoao men do not confine their deprédations 
to Hongkong; thoy concert arined attacks 
upon villages,and towne on the mainland, of 
which the recent bold and succesaful Joating 
of the Cheang Fat pawnahop at Nam-tau is 
the most recent ‘example, Whather' these 
mon belong to the Triad “Socinty or hot, we 


evidently very coinplete, and they are in po 
session of sufficient capital to Gt oul an expedi- 
tidn, rescup their fellows, or defend an action. 
UTotil this gang-is broken ‘up.thera can ba 
little security in the colony, and the neigh. 
booring mainland muat continue exposed to 
raide in which neither life nor praporty is ro~ 
spected, Apart from tho nuisinea and 
danger these raf ara to tho Colony, it ia 


most annoying that they should bo able to 


tious directed againsi the mainland, It ia 


province of Kwangtung than the latter doea 


system, we ought to ‘be ablo to huld the 
criminuls in better check und prevent the 


island being. made a base for robbarias on 
the mainland. Although tho Police Foreacon- 
tains some experienced detectives, who have 
rendered good service, ita‘ efficiency in this 
respect leaves much to be desired, proof of 
which is afforded .by the failures to accure; 
convictions, Wera thera Toss clianco of 
escape: from, dijacovery and arrest, the 
criminals would bo anable, to combine sa 
auccessfully,as the more timid spirits would 
often tura informers, Mora encourscement 
should, we think, be given by the, Govern- 
Ment to sinart officers and men iv the ser- 
vicg. Prowiction js naturally slow,: but 
brevet rank ‘with: increased pay might some- 
timea be given to the ordinary members of 
the Forco for especial service, and a money 
gratuity in the eano of detectizns, Some in. 
ducoment, at all events, should be held’ ont 
for constables to distinguish themselves. in 
work which has some perils and many diffi- 
culties. i 


GAOL V. POLICE BARRACKS : 
\ EXTENSION. : 
¢ cotnaen emma 
In the recently published ‘oxtrnets * from 
the Police Report wo flod the following :— 
“Tha. Roman : Catholic. Cathedral having 


| been pulled down and a tirge number. of 


houses being in the courad of erection .on the 
site, the probability ofa fire extending to 
tho Central Station ia much greater than 
before, and the danger ia materially incrossed 
by the dilapidated stato of tho ndjvining 
buogulows which wore purchased some six- 
teen years ago for the purpose vf supplying 
ground, so grewtly needod for te extension 
fof the Barracks, ‘The want of ‘wecnmmods- 
tion is now. more felt’ than. befdre, ay the 
Force iy larger wid fourteen men have-ceased 
to, receive quarters inthe Markets.” . It is 
characteristte of the wastefulnoss of. Govern. 
ments that valuable land like that reforred to 
in the above should he kept lying idle far 
aixtean years, Tha same tbing bappened 
with regard to the ground purchased fur the 
Central School, Wo ernnot, iewever, see 
the sequence of Captain Deawe’s remarks on- 
the question of the danger From fire, It is 
true that a conflagration amongst the 
houses fronting. on. Wendbam aireet ond 
Pottingar-streot ja more probable: now than 
when tho silo was orcupied by the Roman 
Cotholic Cathedral, but it woukl be lang 
leap for the flamea to reach the Inspec- 
tors’ quarters, and the dilapidated bunga. 
lowa are ‘low structures unlikely to take 
Give and still less likely to. communicate it, 
The utilizing of tha ground would there- 
fore increase. rather’ than “diminish: the 
risk of fire, but. that ia -a “consideration 
which cannot be allowed much weight, for it 
would be too obviously ‘sbeurd to allow 
ground to lie idle in orderto avaidthe risk of 
the houses that might be. built upon it-being 
burnt down, .The ground was purchased 
originally for tho extension of the Police 
Barraoke, and Captain Daan complains that 
the want of increased accommodation is now 
groatly felt, Woe believe, however, that the 
Government has no intention now of using 
the ground for that purpose. The latest 
ides wo have heard formalated in re 


@pect to it is the erection thereon of |- 


new Police Cotirts with quarters in. the, 
upper wtureya for’ the Magiatrates, Chief 
Clerk, ete, the site of the present Po. 
lice Courts being. utilized for the extenaion 
of ‘the gaol. But then thera looms in the 
distanca the prospect, of a new gaol on a 
différent. wite altogether, and if wo, aro to 
have a new gaol it would cortainly bea imis- 
take to enlarge the present ono and sacrifice 
ground wbich migkt be’ better utilized for 
Police Barracks, But if the: present gaol 
were enlarged a new paol would be annecoa~ 


employment, How little do we know, ag B 
rule, of the families from ‘whence «our 
dumeatice bave sprung! The foregoing re- 
Turks are made with no desira to create or 
deepen alarm, but with the hope that they may 
serve ta put tbe comminity as well aa the 


“P.itica on “the” alert “and thug avert” ‘sty 


repetition of last Sunday's outrage... 


SERIOUS CRIME IN HONGKONG.. 
gs | 

Tt may be some sntisfaction, perhaps, to 
those who wish to look at the bright side of 
everything to leurn from. the Pulice Report 
for 1886—ex'ryote from which were laid on 
thetable ofthe Ligislatiro Council on the 2nd 
ingt,—thot there wns a -décrease in tho num- 
ber. of. burgliriew, robberies with. violenco 
and piracy; but even this satiafaction must 


~ be alloved.on reading that there was ao ine 


"_anueb_i9 be 


. preme Court.” . 


crease of 84 cases or 1,87 per cent. in aerious 
crimea generally. [i isulsoadiitted thatthrea 
murdera took place, but in neithar casa waa a- 
convictivn secured, The prragraph in the 
report alluding. ‘o this fact says :—“ Three 
marders teck-pls.e. . Two blind mendicanta 
were attacked near Shaukiwan, and one 
wurdered. The names of the asaiilants were’ 
quickly knows, hut the ten: took reEuge in 
Chinese territory, not without, it is sup- 
posed, the ansistunce of the Triad Society, 
In the two remaining enaes the presumed cul. 
prite wore arreated, and of their actual guilt 
there was little moral doubt, but the evi- 
dence adducible was-net-deemed sufficiently 
conclusive to justify a conviction at the Su. 

" 77 Tt iso long time since any 
conviction waa obtained in - this colony 
for murder, and the failure of the Police 
ta bring the bomicides.ta.justiee bas, it ia 
u judicial effect 


sary, atall evonta for “many years. to come, 
Meanwhile both the Police and the Gaol-au- 
thoritias are crying out for more. rom, there 
ja the ground waiting to ba use, and, the 
Govorament ‘sit like:the man on ‘the stile 
who could not make up bis mind on’ which 
side to get down.” as : mG 


THE AMENDMENT OF THE. BANK- 
RUPTCY LAWS. 2 

When the Public Health Bill is disposodo! 
perhaps the “Acting Attornoy-General may 
find time to enter on- the much needed work 
of preparing a pw Bankruptey-Act.. When 
we apeak of the work s@ much eeded it is 
not becaugo kankvuptey has been particularly 
‘tifa of late, Og the contrary, the colony hus 
enjoyed for several years o period of almost 
. uninterrupted prdsperity, landed’ property 
bas been. increasing io valde, and the Cht- 
nese trading community have floprished ex- 
ceadingly. But this very state of things 
may in some enses ‘prove conducive to over 
brading and reck}eas apeculatiou, and it ia to 
de fearedthata very slight restriction of credit 
or anything iu the natore of a commercial 
erisis would fod. many .Chineso houses un- 
able to stand reverses, and baukruptcy 
would result, Even last year therd was 
a considerable. -increasa in the ‘number 
of ‘adjudications, the figures being 6 
in 1885 and (22. iv 1986, The Acting 


workings ab prysent. “A-new Bankruptcy 
Bill has recently beon introduced in tha Te- 
ginlative Council of the Straita Sottlementa, 
which offects a radical change.in thé manner 
in which ingolvancy is to ho regarded in ite 
relation to the community. — This cbango 
may bo bost set out by quoting from the 
atatement of “ objecta- and reasons” :— 
“ Speaking genorally, the presont Ordinnucs, 
which was based on the English Act of 1869, 
views insolvency as a matter affecting only 
the creditors, aud the Ordinance is drawn on 
the assumption that the mattor-can be safely 
left in their handa, that solf-intoreat will lead 
thom lo realise the estate in the most econe- 
inical_anad_beveficial_mannor,—and_that-the: 
senso. of personal -injury will prompt them, 
in cases where the debtor has beau guilty of 
fraud, to bring him. 10 justice. Thia ayatem 
proved a failare-in England, and, as might 
have been expected, in a mixed community 
like this hus heen a still greater failure. 
This Bill, therefore, proposes that bankrupt- 
ey.should ba trasted as being primd facie an 
offence requiring investigation on the part 
of the Suite, ‘Lit 


cial Asaignoa. 


a legitionte , conclusion. 


real ono. 


enh effect it, pro’ 


to be guilty of fraudulent’. practices,” 


affecting only the ercditors, and it may be 
remembered that the late Sir Joun Snranc, 
when Chief Justice, gave full effec! to this 
view, and, in cuses where estates had passed 
into thehands of the official 
the noglece of the creditors to appoint a 
creditors’ agsiguee, hie (to put the matter in 
a very mild way) evinced no disposition to 
facilitata’ the winding up. . OF tate years, 
things have gone on more smoothly in. thia 
respect, and in ong or two notofious 
ences’ the court his even used powers 
of sentencing the backrupt to risoument 
when he has been proved guilty’of apdculating 
without, weans, But tho nce bas to be 
of tho mast Aagront cription before the 
court will ¢: e punitive powers, Al- 
though the infjeton of punishment in Lhe 
causes referred-to no doubt exercised a whole- 
someinflugiice, tending torestrain within more 
moderate bounds speculation in shares and 
land, it Yas hardly bad’ wueh effect in tha 
matter of trading bankrapteies, ‘and it is 
nona the lesa easy for’a man who haa pliyed 
dueks und drakes avith-bis-ereditore’ money 
'by reckless tradiny to go to the court and 
come out whitewashed. Tho Bill introduced 
at. Singapore makea cartain — presumptions 
intended to have ‘the -sulutary effect 
of throwing on the bankrupt: the onus 
of proving that, his bankrupicy’ was - not 
brought upon bim by cireuustances bee 


of, as wt present, its bwing a matter of p 
feet indifference to him whether he ob 


tnission ‘appointed in 1885'.to consider the 
Bankruptcy Liaw of the Colony. The late 
Mr, Justice Syowpzn, when he occupied a 
seat in the Legiulative Council as Acting 
Cbief Justice; suggosted, if wo romembor 
rightly, that o similar commission should 
be" uppointed . here, Lut iv is certuinly 
Hob necessary Lo who that couras now, 
the inadequacy of the existing law buv- 
ing.been recognised for many years pavi.’ Te 
is true the incenveuience bas been lesa felt 
since Mr, Acknory effected a clearance of 
lthe enormous muss. of srredre he found on 
his appointment os Registrar of the Supreme 
Gourt and placed tha working of his depart. 
ment onthe sitiefactory footing it, now 
stands. Bat the fact remains that the 
law is based on radically wrong principles, 
pritciples which bave been ‘thrown over in 
Kogland and which our neighbours in tha 
Straita Settlementa have ‘ulso- fousd it. no- 
cedsary 16 discard, 


TRADE ROUPES 70 WESTERN 
CHINA. 
_———- 

The Courrier @ Haiphong, in an article of 
which wa publish a transition elsowhere, 
compares the relative advantages Kngland 
and France possess in reference to the Yun- 
nan Lede from the territories oceupiud. by 
them on the frontiers of suuth-western’ Chinn. 
According to our contemporary, Tonquin isin 
much more. direc communication with the 
richest districts.of Yuunan than is Barmah. 
Bat our contemporary makes’ a mistake in 
assuming that Bhamois the only point by 
which trade oan .pevetrate Yuunan from 
Burmah, Ifthat were tho esse Lhe argument 
would ataid, ‘and ‘the long list‘ of distances 
give by onr cantomporary.. for whe journeya 
to various markets would show that there 
waa little hope of any great development of 
trade along thoae.routea, But this exposure 
of the unfavourabie.siluation.of Bhawo ig no 
new thing, Mr. Corqunovus, inhis“ Across 
Chryse" saya:—“ Regarding the Bhamo 
Froute, tho physical diffienlties between Bha- 


-}mo and Tuli preclude ull idow of this track 


ever serving the purpose of a gosoral trade 
route to Yunnan, Mr. Basar has effectually. 
‘disposed of thia queatiug iv his mogt charm. 
ing'and lumjnous report of bis journey, when. 
he was-attapbed to’ the Grouvenor “Mission: 
Having ‘travelled over the ground, I would | 
here add my testimony to‘ bis,opinion that 
trade from Bhamo can never penetaate enst 
of Tali, Tbeliova myself that theonly radeon 
@elre of thia route ta thé fertile Taping val- 
ley, which serves to attract a certain amount 
of ‘trade from Bhamo, aud of this a very 
amall portion drags ite way ou to Tali. The 
Bhamo route probably alwaye will anewer 
for the requirements of tho Taping valley 
and the extreme western ‘portion of Yunnap 
which licen the gorucr west of Yung-ching.” 
The same writer says the coufgurstion of 
Yunnso is such thit no single reute eau 
reach or tap the whole of the provinces, and 
the portions which we wish to got at are on 
tbe south-west and west. He says, further: 
—* The Songkoi river, whieh rune through a 


Registrar in bis: report, says :—-* A large 
paomber of the bankrupts were amall’traders 


we come to louk 
amounte involved do 
ing, the total indebtedoes 


-part of Yunnan aud fh inte the Tonquin’ 
pit; will, I believe, é tbe: purpose of 


or clerks who took refuge in baukruptcy for} attracting: the trade ‘which’ lies on the SK, 
the purpose of avoiding arrest and“obtaining | frontier, and alo of the portion of the pro- 
6 discharge from their: linbilivies.”, When { vince. lying between -Manghao and the esp. 
into the accounts thej ital 


But it will never, 1: believe, answer 


vot appear very slarni-jany further purpose than the ,abave.”’ To 


at 
on the criminal populution, crimes of 
violence becoming ‘more frequent. What- 
ever may have. been ihe case last yonr, 
vargliries have thia yery, we imagine, been 
more frequent.. On the 18th ult: a band of 
robbers entered the Tye Loong pawasbop, 


. om \ 


over $170,000; and the a 
the estatés’ some 177 
sum. But it -ia' not 3 


per, gant, 
seary “Lo. Sy 


0 


the law into, Proper con: 
mitted ‘that it.is very 


unsatie 


gq something [reach -tha south-western part of Yon, 
t reatised byjnan, which Mr, Corgunoun considora the 
t) richest and moet fmpurtant, be. gives -a 

forfscheme for a: Pailvhiy. 
6 heavy crop of bankruptcies before patting | pbint.on the Rangoon-Tu 


starting from a 
wngoo rallwiy gia. 


on~gnd it jond-| Sivsyeyeen end Zimud to Kiang-buug, and 
inctory in ita] aubsequently on to Ssiimuo, 


orsomu other 


invostigation will be mndo | theit linee.- M, de Maas, ingenieur en chef 
make the place their headquarters for opera. | liv tho Court with tha ‘assistance of the Oli- | des ponts et chaues6oa, arrived in Tonquin 
At present, the control of | by the last muil and is to make aurveys in. 
tolorubly certain that Iongkong suffors injthe Court over bunkrupts is morely nominal. | conjunction with M. Fanguier, an enci- 
this.woy more from hor contiguity to the|Few cases of bankruptcy are evor brought to} neer of the public works department. 
The creditors, {cording to the’ Avenir, the first line to be 
from Hongkong becoming a refuge for| weary of waiting, in_mos!, cases accept a | nade will he one from -Hanoi to the sea via 
criminala; but, with our superior. Police} amull composition and write off thoir loss. |Dap-cau, Seven Pagodas, and Hon-guy, thus 
{n future, the contro! of the Court will be a | connecting the capital with tho cont district 
Iv will not be possible without the j of Along Buy and tha future port for ocean 
special leave of the Court, to withdraw | weasels. 
bankruptey proceedings after vhey have omca | local lina, and hardly has much bearing on 
been commence, and, so far as legistation | the question ander consideration, oxeept that 
ision has bowen made for the fit. would’ .be a eomovencement of railway. 
thorough investigation of the affiirs of every | enterprise’ in the country through . which’a 
bankrupt, and bis punishinent if be is found | portion of Yunnan muat be reached, 


The oxisting law in Hongkong, like that’ nt} would most probably incan the-decadence of 
Singapore, views, insolvency us a matter} Haiphong as a port and tho’ transfer of its 


yond his own control ; while the consequences | to Saechuen and the Yaugtszs valley, It is 
of his failare to obtuin a dischargo will render | useful, in view of future -nossibilities, ta en. 
it a matzer of moment tow bankrupt, iustead | courage “ prospectora” to work out achones 
~ | of this 
ina | be disw 
ivor not, ‘The Singapore Bill bas been pra. 4 tical developments, in view of the political 
pared. in consequence of the report of a Com. | difficulties involved, 


| cease to press on the attention of the British 


HONGKONG, FRIDAY, SEPTIMBEE Oru, 1887. 


town on the border of Yunnan, whero it 
might connect with a railway to bo construct. 
ed by the Chinese, In nny cage, a railway. 
to Kiang-hung would affora necoas to the 
important, machete of .conth-weat Yunnan, 


That the French will push on thoir pro. 
poged railway is earnestly to be hoped, for 
there is room enough for all, ands line to 
Lao-kai would be of itnmonea value to trade 
in gonoral, though, we cannot but: recognise 
that the French by their stupid fiseal policy 
are going the way minimise the ad 
vantoges of theit new acquisition to them- 
solvea aa well as to. others. At present the 
courses -ottradc-routeas_in_Chinaare—deter 
mined mora by freedom from taxation than 
by ‘physical considerations, and if the-French 
by heavy taxation sevk tu drive away from 
Tonquin all but Franch trade thoro ‘will 


i, 


bo little inducamont for . the making 
of: a vailway, for it .ia ‘certain that 
French trade wlone would’ not support 


it, Oue neighbours are, however, pushing 
forward with the praliminnry surveys for 


Ac. 


This, of course, would he merely a 


it may 


bo remarked, in pagsing, that such a line 


business to the new port. It is intended, 
however, to push on a life from Hanoi to Ineo. 
Kai, and wo gladl cept the assarance of 
the Courrier that‘th viteution is something 
more thatta-dream, We hype that tha line 
witl be made quickly and that the French 
will be‘wise in time and not kil hy prahibi. 
iive’taxation the trde that should support 
ho tue, But they mast not flatter them. 
elves tiak they possess the only.or the beata 
route, We havo already referred to Mr, 
Coxrgunoun’s scheme, which for the richest 
part uf the province offera distinct advaut- 
Twa: ot bor aghewes have recently been 
formulated, Sir Rrewaun’ Tenrne, in the 
National Review, advocates the ‘construction 
of 2 railway, from Moulmein to Bangkék, 
500 miles; Bangkok to Su-mao, 800 miles; 
Su-uso -to, Canton, 800 milés,-tha total 
estimatd cost boing thirtean millions ater. 
ting, Prom-a-commercial point of view such 
a ling would be inealaable, bat the political 
questidna .involved ' render, ite. construction 
as ona undertaking: extremely improbable, 
though uo doubt, in the distant future, when 
both China.and Siam posscss a network of 
railways, thie route will be realised by the 
connection. of the vartéus syetema, Mr. 
Hour Banverr «lsd has a acheme for a rile 
way from Moulmein to’ Kinng-Haseny on the 
‘Yuunan plateau, whence the livu might be 
continued by Cina Lo Yunnan-in and thence 


id, Gut for the’preaent they may 
id as outside the region of prac- 


Meaowhile a tine-ia 
actually .under construction to Moalmein; 
whence it can be extended as time, circum. 
etauces, and inducements offer. But there 
is also another route in which we in Hong. 
kong are more’ immediately interested, 
viz, that by, the great Obukiang river, 
Mr. Congvaoun says thit this can. only be 
made, use of ‘to serve the extreme eastern 
side of Yunuan, which is poor. Mr. Con 
QUHOUN only explored one of the branches of 
the stream, bot assuming that ha -ia correct 
in his estimate of ita: value aaa trade route 
for Yunuan, it must be borne in ‘mind that 
it passes through Kwangtang and Kwangsi, 
and ‘with: steam communication and a pure 
customs service it could not fail to dovelop a 
large amount of traffir. The troffic is alrendy 
considerable; thot it is not greater ia due 
rathor to the exactions-to which trade is gub- 
jected than to the difficulties of navigation or 
the poverty of the country through which 
the river rans, The opening -up of this 
magoificent waterway is aanbject which we 
bope the Chamber of Commerce will not 


Legation at Peking. 


THE KALGAN-KIACHTA THLEGRAPH 
AGREEMENT. ' 
——+—— 

An another column ‘we reproduce from a 
Saunghai contemporary an articla on, the 
agreement:recently cousluded between the 
Endtera Extension and Great Northarn Vele- 
graph Compadies and the, Ohinees Imperial 
Telegraph Adiinistration for an extension 
of the latter’a lines (o Kalgan and-Kiachta, 
thus giving the Chinese through telegraphic 
communication from Peking overland to 
Europe and Grout Britdiny If-the statements 
tnade in thia article be correct, the Telegraph 
Oompanies deserve some credit for asiute- 
peas, That they know how tu look. after 
their own interests. and carefully cherish 
thoir—monopoly—are-- facts - aufficiently--well 
known to the public out in the - Far 
East, who hava to’ pay tho high ratea 
now demanded. According to the writer 
‘referred to, the arrangament batween 
the threa companics is that there is to 
be a uniform eharge of two dollara per word 
by all routes, and that the foreige com panies 
Aye-to pay:.the Chinese Iinperial Telegraph 
Atininietration the sum of Tig,. 100,000, 
which amount they of course hope will be 
more thu made up in -avoidod" losses from 
compétition, The Couriér blames the-Chi- 
nese for-making whut it considers a short. 
aighted. arrangement, a8 ‘it believes rich 
profits’ might have been secured from 
the European traffic, thut is, provided |, 
tho Chibese Telegraph Company obtained 
Tuning !powera over the Russian ‘lines 


which cannot be’ tapped by way of Tonquin. | 


years to geen enable from Vancouver or San 
Francieco to Hongkong. The necessity’ for 
su¢b communication bns long been felt, and 
latterly more ao than ever, At otie'time it 
was thought it would precede the eatablish- 
ment of a line of Inail steamers from British 
Columbia, and now that is an accomplished 
fact, tho telegraph will nat Ing far behind, 
Two schomes have boon projected, and sooner 
or later one cable will certainly be laid. 


TRE FRENCH TARIFF IN INDO- 
-' CHINA, . . 
pesaneoe omeeaes 
The corraspondence recently published by 


MINUTES, 

‘Thé minutes of tha last meating werd-read and 
confirmed. ‘ 

: ‘ FINANGR, ‘ 

The AcTING COLONIAL SHoRETARY presented 
the minutes of o meting of the Finance Com. 
mittoo hold on 26th August, and moved that the 
sums-of $2,050 for tho purchase of 60 cranks for 
the nao of prisonorsin-Vietoris Gaol, and $120, 
the salary ot.a copying clurk to the Municipal 
Valuator, recommended by the, Committee. be 
rated, 

The Gorontat Treasurer seconded, 

Carried, 

‘THE POLICR REPORT. 


jeot most oarefally and apparently by your 
making no obsorvations you ara srtisfied. 2 

The seotion was passed nem. con. 

Seotion 65, which provides for anb-soil 
drainage, was also passed without discussion. 

En seotion 70, which“provides’ for a backyard 
in.tho.case of buildings on now Crown Jota tho 
Acting ATrorney-Guneran moved that tho 
words “and if such building be threa storeyed, ha 
sliall cause the width of such backyard to he nt 
least, twenty feet” be struck ont, leaving -tha 
width of tha backyard fifteon feet: in the caso of 
baildings of two or moro storoys. 

‘The smeadment was adopted, 

Hon, ©. P, CATER moved that considora- 
tion of clause 71, dealing with over-orewding, 
be postponed “till the next meeting. Hy said 


the Singapore Chambor. of Commerce with 
reference tothe tariff recently put in force 
in the French Indo-China possessions biinis 
to light a curious and at the samo time 
serious state of affaira. Theitariff adopted 
is that of France, but how this is to be ap. 
plied to the local trade does not very clearly 
apipear. An application by the Singa- 
pore Chimber to the Saigon Chamber of 
Commerce for aasistunce in drawing up 4 
scale of duties, as far ay pogsible adapted to 
the local trade and local carraney of Saigon, 
for at lenat’some of the cbief articles of im. 
port, proved fruitless. Tha fetter; it appears, 
waa landed tothe * Directeur des Contriba- 
tions Indirectes,” who replied that it was 
impossible to state the dutias.on piece goods 
unless he had samples before him with par- 
ticularg aa to thelength, breadth, and weight 
of the pitco. The Singapora Chamber has 
worked out a table of the duties actually 
loyied on on important class of Manchester 
Grey Cottons kuown to the trade ns supers, 
and they eay that neither from dimensions, 
weight, nor value of ths goods is it possible 
to discover the principle on which they are 
taxed ; it would almost appear they are valued 
without tegard to any aysterm whatever, In 
the same way 6 Ib. Gray T-Cloths, rolling 
at Singapore at $1.15 a piece bave to 
bear a duty equal .to 45 conta a piece, 
White’ Shirtings worth $3.50 pry $1.30, 
White Madapolama worth $1.80 pay $2 
conta, Bodkfold White Shirtings . worth 
$1.20 pay 55 cents, and Matches which sell 
at Singnporo at 818 to $20°4 cise have to 
pay $17 sense, and Betelnut, an article of 
Native ‘consumption, worth $42, parg about 
1, It is of course impossible 10 divpute the 


Tho Acmine Conoyran ARY lait on 
the table “ Extracts” from’ th eport_of tho 
| Captain Superintandent@of. Police for the yoar 
1886. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL, 

The Connoil_ resumed consideration, in Com- 
mitteo, of the Pablic Healt Bill, 

Tho Actine Atroritey-GenERAL said that 
anb-section Ll of geetion § had been ordered to 
atand over for consideration. He now moved that 
consideration ba resumed. 

The sub-suction gives the definition of a new 
building and iachides the following —“ suck old 
bnildings as shall for the parpo-ogof reconstrno- 
tion bo tuken down to an extent excosding ono 
half, such half to ba measured in cubis feet, 

ThorActing ATTORNEY-GENERAT. anid this 
dofinition had been taken from thu Metropolitan 
Buildings Act, 

Hou.C.P.Caatun—T proposed an amendment 
to this sub-section before, and I am inclined to ba 
of the same opinion stili—that instead. of “one 
half, snob half to be measnred in oubie feat” it 
vead “two-thirds,” i 

Hon. J. Bent-Lrvenc seconded. 

‘Eho Survevor-GununaL—Porhaps the hon. 
member would have no objection to explain to us 
the object of the amondmont.. I do not know 
whether I have correctly seized his wirhes aud 
views inthe matter. 

Hon. C. P, Craren—As I said “bofore, sup- 
pose I was inclined to, mako improvements in 
athrae storeyad bnilding and I take down tho 
upper story, I have to take down the roof too, 
and by fuking down the roof and upper storey T 
come within the meaning of this section, I 
thorofors propose it should be two-thirds, so that, 
if at any time the landlord should bo inclined to 
mako improvements in bigs propertr, he shonld ba 
at liberty to do ro without coming within the 
reodiug of this clause, 

His Drceutency—You simply wean that the 
lower. storey should never be touched at all, and 
that. the od basement storoy-should remain for 
ever andever. | , 

Hon. C. P, Coatar—No, Sir. : 


right of the Preach Goverment to impose a 
protective tariff if it aeenis good to it to do 
so, but it is disgraceful that accurate infor. 
mation regarding tho tariff rategghould not 
be accessible, ‘That is the complaint. that 
Wis made for ao many years’ with regard to 
the Chinese native customs stations outside 
Hongkong, und it is what might be expested 
from a corrupt and: semi-civiliged Govern. 
ment, but that such a complaint should have 
to ‘be made against such a Government. as 
that of France seems, almost incredible. The 
Directeur, dés Contributions Indirectes con- 
fesses that be cannot supply any information 
on which merchants can determine for thet- 
selves what the duty on their shipments will 
be, but says he must bave befdre hit actnal 
sunplea, with particulirs of length, weight, 
and breadth before he can say what amount 
the goods will bave ta pip. Such a gtute of 
thing ia,'to say the least of it, highly die- 
creditablo lo French.administration, Some 
confusion might perhaps be expected at first 
D the introduction of a customs service into 
a freo port, bat it, wust be recollectad that 
the enforcement of a tariff intended to be 
almost prohibitive of f-reign trade was dee 
termined upon long ogo, it bas been under 
Gobstant discussion ever since, aud there hax 
been aw ple time to prepare a correct scale of 
the duties, 

The Singapore Chumber of Commerce is, 
with good ground, apprehensive that the 
new tariff will bave a very prejudicial in- 
fluence on the trade between that port and 
Baigon.. Hongkong wil! probably euffer 
atill more,.our trade with the neighbour 
ing French colony being larger than that 
of Singapore, But the ‘party that will 
suffer most’ will be . French colony 
itaelf. Without enteri tothe peaeral 
question of. free trade versus protece 
tion it may boullowed (hat 1a new countrirs 
secking to build up their own industries 
strong arguimenta in fuvour of protettion 
may be advanced. But it is not for the pur- 
jose-of building up manufacturing industries 
in Qochin-Ohina that the new duties have 
been imposed ; the object is ta benefit the 
jimaoufsctorer in’ France at the. expense of 
‘the: Biitish and German manufacturers, 
Cochin.China is a rice exporting country, 
The quantity’ of that commodity exported 
laat your was 7,949,394: piculs, In roturn 


His ExceLuency—That is very much what it 
comes to, 

Hon. C. P, Crater—The basement and first 
storey wonld. together be moro than half ‘the 
building, whereas, the way [ put it,-two thirds 
would be the top storey and the roof, leaving the 
‘first floor sud the basement still standing. 

The Actine Atronnry-GEneRAL—In that 
case ft. would not bo a new building. You say 
if ie take down the top storoy itis more than 
half. No, it is not. Thatis on instance yon 
put. -You say you wish it to be two-thirds, ‘he. 
cause in case of a threa-storeyed building if you 
take down the upper storey and roofit would 
by a nowhouse.. Butit would not. You don’t 
take down half the building. 

Tho Surveror-GeneRaL—My hon. friond 
may take down tha roof ant uppermost rtorey 
and still his house being. reconstructed will not 
como within “os half.” He may even go further 
and take half the remnindor wad then he will 
only como within tho clanso, So if my hon. 
friund moans simply keaping without the ambit 
of the Bill when ‘he takes off the upper storey 
and the roof he succends in doing so. Poo 

Tho Acting - ATronNeyY-GRNERAL Ono 

othor romark I wish to make. “This was ogu- 
aidored some time and wo doturminod ‘to in- 
nist on itin view of the modifications wa wore 
prepared to make in respect: of tha abutting of 
buildings against bill sides, 
--The- -Actine-Outer-Fustice—1t seems to- 
me wa cannot go wrong in following the Eng 
lish Act. 1f they have found it necessary at homo 
to make that definition for'a new bnilding I 
think that is a procedent for ns. 

His Exceruency—I am not sure that tho 
words “ three storeyed house” ware mentioned 
on the former cocasion. It was assumed aftar-* 
wards. Bat what will become of a ono storoyed 
honse ? Doos the hon. gentleman wish the motion 
to go toa division P 

Hon; C. P. Cxarer—Yes, sir. 

‘The division resulted as follows, 


ocivad a lotic: froman hon. Mombor of Council 
informing him that his.absonoe was owing te no 
fault of his own, As some misonderstanding 
had taken places and as the boa. member spoke 
on this clause and proposal ap amendment ho 
would ask His Excellency to postpone further 
sousidoration of this clause until the hon. mom- 
‘bor was present, Sos 

Bis, Excetuency—I havo great plesanra in 
acceding to the hon, gontleman’s request, At 
this t:ble we want full discussion, and if an hon, 
momber who can give us valuable information ix 
absent, I should bs very sorry to go on with the 
Bill in his absenop. 

The ActinG ArronNey-GaNneRAL said be 
thought: they had better postpoue the whole of 
part 8; which all related to over-crowding. 

This was ageeod to. : 

TheActiIna ATTORNEY-GENERAL gave notion 
with reference ta two new sections relating. to 
over-drowding, which he said he wonld have 
printed and circulated. 

Progress was reported-at clause 90: 

The Activa ATTORNEY-GENERAL eaid that 
in the Bill ay originally drafted it was intended 
the elactian of two members should be by the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Justices of tha 
Peace. No provision was therefore: made for a 
modo: of conducting these elections and pre- 
paring lists.. It had now beon decided that two 
members should bo elected by those ratepayers 
who wore on the jury list ‘and it was necessary 
to provide some regulations and machinery for 
carrying out the election, ‘He would therefore 
at tho noxt meoting propose a new section 
providing that all matters in’ connoction with 
the election should be covered by rules whioh 
would be contained: in a schadale, 

. ADTOURNNENT, 
Tho Council adjourned till Friday next. 


THE HONGKUNG POLICE REPURT, 
oe 

The following “ Extracts”. from the report af 

Abe Captain Superintendent of Polige for the 

year 1886 were laid on'the table of the Legisla. 

tive Couneil yesterday ‘aftornoon ;— 


Police Office, 
Hongkong, 22nd January, 1887, 

I have tho honour to forward for the informa: 
tion of His Excelloncy the Officer Administering 
the Government details of the Polion Establish- 
méit; the list of Ponsioners andthe Criminal 
Statistics for the year [886 | | 

Tho Crimiual Statistics show that 8,836 casea 
wore reported to the Police during 1886, being 
an inorease of 2,061 casos or $0.42 por cent. on 
tho roturn for 1885, In the subdivision of these 
casas gerions crimes socalled) and minor offen- 
/eoa, an increase of 34 cases or 1.37 per cent. is 
found in sericas crimes, and an increase of 2,027 
cages oY 3704 pa cont, in, minor offences, 

Threo murders took place: Tyo blind men- 
dicants were attacked near Shaukiwon, and one 
mardered. The names of tho assailants were 
quickly known, but the men took refrige in Chi. 
urse Territory, not without, it is supposed, tha 
assistance of the Triad Society. In tho two re- 
maining cases. the presumed arlprits were ary 
rested, and of their actual guilt there was little 
morat doubt, but the evidence adducible was not 
deamed sufficiently conclusive to 
-viotiowat-the Supreme Cunrt, 

There was a deoroase in the number of Burg- 
Yarios, Rohborics with violonce and Piracy; 
and the other seriong orimes call for no spocial 
remark. Tn one casa, however, gold coin to tha 
value of nearly one thousand pounds, that had 
been stolen,“Wes.entively recovered within. threa 
days by the perseverance and ability of a Chinosa 
doteotivo, 

To the Minor Offencos tho principal apte- 
worthy case was the prosecntion of fitty-one Chi- 
nese Constables. Information was giver by a 
mun that ou u certain day some Constables would 
receive bribes for affording protection to Gam- 


Nogs. 
‘Tho Harbour-Mastor 
‘The Sarveyor-General 
Tho Colonial Treasnrer 
‘The Acting Attorney-General 
~ _ Who Acting Colonial Secrotary 
* Tho Acting Chief Justios 

The amendment was thorefore lost and tho 
elause adopted as it atond, * 

The ACTING AtrokNeY-GENERAL said that 
with respect. to sections 20 to 25, which hat 
boen resorved-for further consideration, he pro- 
posed to substitute new aootions mumbored 20 to 
27. These had been printed and distributed. 

Section 20, which. authorises inspection 
of premises, contains a3 amended. the follow: 
ing proviso:—* Provided that the Inspoot- 


Hons hater 
Hon. J. Ball-Irving 
Hon: Wong Shing 

Hor. P, Ryrio 


for this the Annawites have taken to a large 
extent foreign pieve goods and yarns, princi- 
pally of British and in a amailer degres Ger- 
mun origin, Frango bas hitherto been unable 
to compete to any appreciable extent jn thia 
market. It hbne therefore been determined 
to drive out, British and German goods by 
prohibitive taxation, and thereby to compo! 
-the Aunamites to purchase French goods. 
It therefore comes to this, that in return for 


mites will bave to take a gamaller quantity of 
foreign goods, goods eoming from France 
being dearer than those from Groat Britain, 
an ‘shown by tho fact’of their baving been 
unable to obtain a market without the 
imposition of differential taxation on goods 
from other countries, That this is emi- 
nently unfair to ‘the Annamitea goes 
without saying;. it.is...exacting tribote 
from them to enrich the © manufacturers 
‘in France, The cause of the wsecess 
sion of the United States from England was 
an attempt by the British Government to 
lovy.a tux on tea. The Annamiies might 
with aa much yeason rebel ugainet a-tax on 
their shinings, “Being meek Asiatics they 
will nut de so, but itis inevitable that under 
sneh crushing. dutica as have, now. been-in— 
posed trade will decline. The prosperity of 
Saigon has been built up ap a free port. 
The adoption of a Customs tariff wil) bo re- 
eognieed in futuro yeira as -marking tho 
commencement ofits decadence, unless, in- 
deed, the Government promptly recognises | 
the mistako it hus made ‘and reverses, ita 


hut on more unfavourable terms than. from 
Siam and Burmah, and it is not improbable 


on. ‘reasonable terms, But’. could they 
hava dona this? [a ‘not. the influ. 
ence of the. Great Northern Telégrapb 
| Cofnpany. sufficient in Russin to have pre-4 
vented the Chinese from securing the right 
tosend thair messuges over the Russian lines 
latany vary advantageous tuteP Of course 
! they could not have prevented it altogether, | 
or déubtiess they would bave-dona so, and 
that thay ferred « puasible competilivn is 
apparent by the agreement entered “iato 
with. the Chinese Telegraph. Administra: 
tion, But are the two Telegraph Cou. 
panies quite sure, after all, that they have 
not made a tmistale?. Tha public do not 
like any ‘monopeliés, and they certainty, do 
| not regard thi eyraph..monopoly—with- 
much favour... Leng beford the sixteen yours 
have expired, however, this monopoly. will 
have been broken. dewo.' There will, aa our 
Shanghai contemporary pointa out, probably 
be a lire from: Burowh through Yunnan aod | 
Szechuen, and we ny also hope ine few 


| Hon. J_M.-Pxrce, Surve 


that a good deal of lind may even go out of 
cultivation altogesber. 


HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
A meating of the Hongkong Legislative 
Counoil was held on the 2nd inst-—Tieie were 
precent:— a 
His ExceLLency THE Acting GOVERNOR 
Major-General Camzzon, C.B. . . 
Hon. J. Russert, CMG, Acting Chief 
Tastios. s : { 
Hon. F. Srzwant, Acting Colouial Secretary: | 
Hon. £.J, Acknorp, Acting Attorney-General, : 
Hon. A. Lister, Colonial ‘Treasurer. 
‘General. : 
Hon. H. G. Tuomexrs, Harbour Master. | 
», Hon. P. Byers. : 


their eight million . picule of. rica the Anna. |. 


policy, Rice will continue to be exported, |, 


tmet the difflodity and 


ing Offlcor shall not ‘entor any honse or upon 
any..land which may be ocoupied at. the 
time unless with the consent of the occupier 
thereof without previously giving the said: ao- 
oupier thereof six hours’ notice ia writing of his 
intention to do so.” The succoading sections 
deal with the procedure to be adopted ia casos 
whora nuisances are fonnd.to exist, and it is 
provided that if tha notice of the Board ia not 
complied with a prosecution may take place 
before a magistrate. 

Tho soctions were passed without discussion. 

‘The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL proposod 
that in the sections nombored in the original 
draft 27, 28, and 29 the provision for a minimem 
penalty: of five dollars be struck out, 

. Carried. . . : 

Seotion 40, providing that the penalties should 
bo cumulative, waa also atruok ont. 

The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL said they 
now came. to section 62. With respect to that’ 
and the sucoaeding sections in 3 amend: 
ments hod been made which had been printed 
and distributed. : . 5 
* Section 62, which provides that an ares of four 
feat shall be left between # building erested on 
land obtained from the crown after tho passing 
of this ,Qrdinanoo aud the hill side was passed 
without discuggion. i : 

Section 63,03 amended, read as follows:— 

63. -—In tho onze of land obtiined from the Crown be- 
fore the passing of this Ordinance, every peraon who 
shall oroct any new building o1 a site witeh line been 
Fexoavatod aut of a slope or déclivity shall leave a 
clear intervening spad.or,arex of at least four feat 
betwoon Ruch naw building along its whole extent aud 
the too of the slope of the hillside, nnlosa 

‘(1.)—-The basemont story of anbh ‘now building ia 
intended for purposes other than humon habitation, 


or, . 

(2.)--Such building {s situated at the intorsoction 
of two stracts, and tho basement story thereof is 
Properly ventitetod from both strasta, or, 

(3.)-—The basemont wallabutting on the hillside 


ia carried up-to sach & height above the Jovel of tha 
ground ontrido as will admit of the construction in 
such abutting wall of one or more-windows openin, 
from the basemont storey directly into theenerael 
air or whore this ia impracticable tho bagomont 
storey shall be lighted end ventilated by moana of 
grated openings or areas on Crown land, the pormis- 
sion for the orgotion of euch areas on Crown lend 
to ho entirely at the discrotion éf the Gavernor in 
Councilor ea 2 
(HJ--Tho basomont. story of such new build 

consists of one single shop the frontage. of whiol 
-thall.faca ona’. peblio thoroughfare and shall be 
open to the extornal air from the floor to the calling 
Rlong-the whole extent of such frontage. 

His Excktuency—Wo hive ondoavoured to 
moet the objections proviously raised in regard 
to places like Jorvois strest. “Woe think we have 


into the case brought conolusive: dvidonce'that 
some fifty men reccived money. to the extent of 
abont tan certs or three panos a piece, but they 


| failed, which is'not to be wanderad at, considor- 


ing the notorious bad character of the informant. 
to prove tha abjeot for which the money waa paid. 
Tho charge therefore dwindled down into one of 


the Police Regulations, The conviction was 
quashed on appest. In consequence of this case 
the security required for the good beharvicur of 
Chines Constables in the Land Forop has been 
inoraased from fifty to two hundred dollars. 
Breaches of tha Opium Ordinance show an in. 
orease of 636 cases, A numbor of search warrants 
have also been isaned and returced without rosult, 
The foreshore between No. 2 Station and Rast 
Point has silted’, °p in a way that materially 
affacts the muality 8 the Patrol. Louuches. |The 
smallest lamneh drawing 4 fast 6 inchas cannot 
now at low water go slongside, Observation 
Point Pier, which should be lengthened, unless 
it is considered that it would be more advan- 
tageous and profitable to extend the Prapa ~ 
I regret that the mortality among the Euro- 
pean Polico has been uousnally heavy, no lesg 
than. sight having died. In addition the cases 
of fever were especially numerous aud severe, 
The foreo was therefore in the Autamn from 
those causes and from the dismissal of the Chi- 
nese cue hundred mon below its offeotive 
strength. Whitfeild. Station from tha oumber 
of fovor cases had to be temporarily abandoned. 
A Board held an inguiry inte allegations cou- 
oorning the Triad Socioty and evidence was 
given that. tended to show that it exeraiged a 
dangerons inflnenss, twelve of the head men 
have ‘bean banished from the Colony with n bene. 
fivial result. : s a 
Fires are now of very frequent occurrence 
and interfere with the goneral Polics work, 
owing. to. tho. Fire Brigade. boing so largely 
‘manned from this Foroe. It may be as wall to 
recall to notice the fact that. where premises 
are insured, the standing Government Orders 
to the Police aro that ‘any prosecution for arson 
should bo initiated by the Insurance Company 
affeoted. Thig is assumed to apply to casos 
when the supposed offender réaiileson the praminea, 
From the experience gained in severe typhoons, 
it appears that. grave danger ¢o life has beea 
allowod to epring up within the last few years 
by the multiplication of overhoad tolographio 
wires. It would be quite contrary to what 
might ba expeated, if ta a bad typhoon. these 
wires ary ot blown down so as to dangeroudy 
obstruct some of the main thoroughfares. 
* The Roman Catholic Cathedral having beon 
pulled down and a large number of housea boing 
in the course of erection on tha site, the pro- 
Dbability of a fire’ extending to the Central 
Station is much grester than before, aud. the 
dager is materially inoressed by the delapidated 
state of the adjoining, bungalows which wore 
purchased be ieiaaiied OTS go for se Pre 
pone of supplying grotind, 20 greatly noaded for 
the extension of the Barracks.. Tho want of ao- 
commodation isnow more’ felt than before, as 
the Force is larger and fourteen men have ceased 
to reovive quarters in tho Markots, . - 


apparently. hon. gentle 
micn think s0'toa, as thoy dave no observations to 
make. Ithink you must all be perfeotly.aware 
that.this is,a very liberal concession. At the 
neme,time wae not think it ism concession which 


vinited these Louses myself. The depth is vary 


Hon. €. P, Onatzz. 
Mr. J. M. Guriuzez, 


Acting Clerk of Coan- 
oils. 


small, in nome.caned*only fifteen fect. Voutila- 
tion is very snsily; veoured, infact péople of their 
own socord by tmeans of o hole ve. made 
ventilation into the street 3 step above. Wo 
have considared all your objections on the eub- 


@oparta from the principle of the ‘Bill. I have} Gatedt, 


ALTERATIONS IN’ THE NAMES OF 
STREETS IN VIC1ORIA AND 
EOWLUON. - 
alterations are published in the 
Bette :—~ - 


The road whioh runa: parallel to the. Weatern 
Praya at Kowloon Point, on the'eastern side of 
‘Marine Lote Nos. 9, 10, 11, 20, 21, 214, and 22e 
shall from henceforth be known as and deaig. 
nated MacDonnell Road. ae 

- The private lane running from Wyndham. 


‘The following 


while ho had been in that—roon- baht rE 


jastify a con- 


Honses, “Tho Offloors députed to iaquire ~ 


receiving money without authority contrary to « 


